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DISCOURSE. 


GENESIS  XXXI :  38. 
■*'  THESE  TWENTY  YEARS  HAVE  I  BEEN  WITH  THEE." 

It  will  be  twenty  years  tomorrow  since  I  was  ordained 
pastor  of  this  church. 

In  your  letter  of  invitation,  dated  Feb,  23,  1843,  you  ex- 
pressed it  as  your  unanimous  opinion  "  that  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  Parish  and  of  pure  religion  in  this  vicinity  would 
be  promoted  by  settling  me  as  your  minister." 

Accordingly,  under  a  deep  sense  of  personal  incompetency, 
but  in  respectful  deference  to  your  judgment  and  wishes,  re- 
lying upon  your  friendly  aid,  and  upon  the  great  Divine  Hel- 
per, I  accepted  your  invitation,  and  was  ordained  April  the 
13th,  1843.  The  impressive  solemnities  of  that  day,  fraught 
with  influences  and  consequences  wider  and  more  momen- 
tous than  we  thought,  are  still  fresh  to  the  minds  of  many  of 
us  as  though  they  had  occurred  but  yesterday. 

Of  the  venerable  and  beloved  men  who  took  part  in  the 
pulpit  services  of  that  occasion,  three  have  left  us  to  return 
no  more.  He  who  addressed  the  people — but  lately  the  peo- 
ple of  his  charge — with  a  devout  evangelical  unction  and 
practical  wisdom  in  which  few  excelled  or  equalled  him ; — 
he  also  whose  hands  were  laid  upon  my  head  in  the  solemn 
act  of  consecration  ; — and  he  who  preached  to  us  the  word 
of  truth  that  sank  deeply  into  many  hearts,  as  some  today 
can  testify.  Whitman,  Edes  and  Nichols,  have  since  passed 
on  from  earth,  but  "  being  dead  yet  speak  to  us." 

I  invite  you  to  go  back  with  me  and  take,  though  it  must 
be  but  a  brief  and  imperfect  review,  of  these  twenty  years  of 
our  long  connection  with  one  another  as  Pastor  and  People. 
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You  will  pardon,  I  trust,  the  egotism  that  will  be  necessary 
in  so  doing. 

"  Our  long  connection,"  I  say.  For  short  as  it  may  seem 
to  some  of  us  to  look  back  upon,  yet  a  ministry  of  twenty 
years  is  a  long  ministry.  Long  not  only  as  compared  with 
the  similar  ministries  of  this  our  immediate  neighborhood  and 
of  this  parish  in  particular,  but  as  compared  with  the  average 
ministries  of  these  changing  limes  anywhere.  It  covers  more 
than  half  the  period  of  this  society's  existence  as  a  society. 
Of  the  six  Pastors  who  have  been  ordained  over  this  church 
since  its  organization  in  1824  under  the  Rev.  Thomas  Tra- 
cy, my  pastorate  has  already  exceeded  by  one  year  those  of 
all  the  other  five  ;  and  has  been  more  than  four  times  as 
long  as  the  longest  of  them.* 

I  came  directly  from  the  Theological  School  to  this  place 
in  the  freshness  of  youthful  ardor,  with  eager  desire  to  enter 
upon  the  work  of  an  evangelist.     It  was  far  from  my  thought 
that  I  should  remain  even  half  the  time  I  have.     As  my 
health  was  precarious,  so  also  the  results  of  my  preaching  as 


*  The  Rev.  Thomas  Tracy  was  ordained  in  Biddeford,  Jan.  1&,  1824, 
and  left  August  3,  18:^8,  during  which  time  his  connection  with  the  so- 
ciety in  Biddeford  had  been  dissolved,  and  the  .society  established  in 
Saco.  He  officiated  eight  months  in  Saco, — making  a  ministry  in  all  of 
about  four  and  a  half  years.  The  society  was  without  a  Pastor  from 
the  time  of  Mr.  Tracy's  leaving  until  June,  1830,  when  the  Rev.  Jason 
Whitman  was  ordained,  and  remained  until  April  1st,  1834,  a  period  of 
less  than  four  years.  Jason  Whitman  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
April  30,  1799— was  graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1825 — was  or- 
dained at  Saco  in  1830— was  appointed  General  Agent  of  the  American 
Unita'n  Association  in  1&34 — became  Pastor  of  the  2d  Unitarian  Society 
in  Portland  in  1835 — removed  to  Lexington,  Mass.,  July  30,  1845— died 
in  Portland,  Jan.  25, 1848.  The  society  was  again  without  a  settled  min- 
ister until  March  2, 1836,  when  the  Rev.  Geo.  A.  Williams  was  ordained. 
His  connection  was  dissolved  in  March,  1839 — making  a  ministry  of  just 
three  years.  In  July,  1839,  the  Rev.  Charles  A.  Farley  was  settled  over 
the  society.  His  pastorate  was  but  one  year.  The  church  was  then 
closed  for  a  short  time,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Knapp  preached  for  four 
Sundays  and  declined  remaining  longer.  In  April,  1841,  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Gushing  was  settled.  In  October,  1842,  he  resigned  his  pastoral  con- 
nection with  the  Society,  but  continued  to  supply  the  pulpit  until  De- 
cember. I  preached  my  first  sermon  here  by  his  request  Nov.  27, 1842 — 
and  continued  to  supply  the  pulpit  until  March  3d,  1843,  when  I  accept- 
ed the  invitation  of  the  Society  to  become  their  settled  Pastor,  and  was- 
ordained  the  13th  of  April  following. 
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inflecting  my  continuance  with  you  seemed  no  less  so.  I 
wrote  many  a  sermon,  in  the  early  period  of  my  settlement, 
with  the  feeling  that  there  would  probably  be  a  perceptible 
thinning  out  of  my  audience  the  next  Sunday,  if  not  also 
some  significant  and  decisive  expression  of  dissatisfaction 
during  the  week.  I  kept  watch  upon  you  as  well  as  I  was 
able,  and  improved  many  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  sub- 
scription book,  in  order  to  mark  the  first  symptoms  of  discon- 
tent, anxious  for  your  sake  as  well  as  mine,  to  take  my  de- 
parture before  its  necessity  should  become  manifest  in  that 
general  decline  of  interest  in  which  a  Society's  life  may  grad- 
ually ebb  away  while  having  a  name  to  live, — like  the  "body 
under  some  of  the  flattering  forms  of  a  fatal  consumption. 

But  here  I  am  still  ; — the  gray  hair  bearing  witness  that  I 
am  a  young  man  no  longer — and  here  and  there  perhaps  a 
line  upon  my  brow,  as  much  as  to  say  that  happy  as  the  years 
have  been  they  have  not  been  without  some  ripples.  Yes, 
here  tye  are,  my  friends,  who  stood  up  together  and  were 
ordained  and  reordained  together  twenty  years  ago.  Not 
all.  Some  honored  and  beloved  ones  of  those  who  were 
with  us  at  that  time  have  been  lifted  from  our  sight — Fair- 
field— whom  all  delighted  to  honor,  the  upright  and  faithful 
Governor  and  Senator — and  the  venerable  Stephen  Fairfield, 
Deane,  and  Emery,  and  Peirson,  and  Hodsdon,  and  Tufts, 
and  Waterhouse,  and  French,  and  Bradbury,  and  Cutts,  and 
Moulton,  and  Spring,  and  Chase,  and  Stiles,  are  not  here. 
Yet  some  are  here.  And  in  view  of  all  the  perils  we  have  been 
exposed  to  it  is  remarkable  how  many  ; — and  every  one,  may  I 
not  say,  with  individual  occasion  to  look  up  with  wonder  and 
gratitude  to  the  great  and  good  God  our  Preserver,  that  we 
have  been  continued  together  to  this  time. 

The  first  point  that  naturally  arises  as  one  of  main  impor- 
tance to  the  mind  of  a  minister  in  the  review  of  a  long  min- 
istry, will  be  his  preaching.  As  one  says,  "  his  great  work — 
the  work  of  every  Sabbath — a  work  which  is  ever  impend- 
ing, ever  pursued,  and  never  finished,  is  to  preach  the  Gos- 
.peL"     Noble  and  exalted  as  it  was  in  my  imagination  at  tiie 
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beginning,  yet  it  never  seemed  so  great  to  me  as  now.  There 
was  never  a  time  when  I  more  felt  the  responsibility  and  the 
privilege  of  standing  in  this  place  from  week  to  week  to  give 
you  the  best  expression  in  my  power  of  the  thoughts  that 
have  been  given  me  upon  the  holiest  and  most  momentous 
themes  to  which  human  attention  can  be  given. 

First,  then,  let  me  briefly  review  my  preaching.  I  have 
preached  Christ — No  creed  but  his  teachings — His  word  the 
light  of  the  Bible  as  of  the  world.  His  precepts  your  law 
and  mine.  I  have  sought  to  come  as  near  as  by  humble  and 
prayerful  study  I  might  be  able  to  the  mind  of  Christ.  And 
then,  putting  myself  in  as  hearer  with  you,  to  make  his  doc- 
trines and  his  spirit  in  application  to  our  common  inward 
wants,  and  all  our  relations  and  duties  in  life,  the  master  au- 
thority over  us  all.  In  the  solemn  Charge  given  me  on  the 
day  of  my  ordination,  of  which  it  is  proper  you  as  well  as  I 
should  be  reminded,  said  that  pure  hearted  and  noble  mind- 
ed disciple  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  Dr.  Andrew  P.  Peabody,  than 
whom  few  scholars  or  preachers  have  lived  nearer  to  the  stand- 
ard of  the  great  Master,  "  While  you  covet  earnestly  the  best 
gifts,  rely  on  them  only  as  the  means  of  apprehending  and 
setting  forth  the  mind  of  Jesus,  and  seek  acceptance  for  your 
message  for  his  sake  and  not  for  your  own.  Account  your- 
self as  his  interpreter,  and  let  your  exhibitions  of  Nature, 
Providence,  hfe  and  duty,  however  wide  a  ground  they  cov- 
er, be  based  upon  his  teachings  and  example.  You  will  of 
course  make  it  your  first  aim  to  call  sinners  to  repentance. 
But  yours  will  be  a  lame  and  imperfect  ministry  if  you  make 
penitence  and  the  first  steps  of  the  christian  life  your  only 
theme  of  exhortation  and  appeal.  '  The  perfecting  of  the 
saints ;'  '  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ ;'  the  raising  of 
all  to  '  the  stature  of  the  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus'  is  a  no  less 
essential  part  of  ministerial  duty.  You  must  guide  your  peo- 
ple in  the  work  of  progressive  sanctification  ; — must  lead 
them  on  to  perfection  ; — must  train  them  to  a  quick  moral 
sensibility,  to  a  rigid  conscientiousness,  to  spiritual  industry 
and  thrift,  to  arduous  effort  and  willing  sacrifice  in  the  cause 


of  God  and  man.  Let  your  preaching  cover  a  wide  range 
of  subjects.  Whatever  embraces  questions  of  duty  and  ac- 
countability belongs  to  the  pulpit.  The  pulpit  should  furnish 
a  religious  commentary  on  life.  It  does  not  belong  to  you 
indeed  to  discuss  secular  subjects  in  their  secular  aspects, — 
to  preach  on  business  or  on  politics  as  such.  But  it  is  not 
only  lawful  for  you,  but  your  imperative  duty  to  discuss  the 
daily  and  secular  affairs  of  life  in  their  religious  relations  and 
aspects ; — to  point  out  the  snares  and  dangers,  the  responsi- 
bilities and  duties  concected  with  a  business  life — to  apply 
christian  maxims  to  the  attainment  and  use  of  property,  to 
rebuke  carelessness  of  pecuniary  obligations,  cupidity  and  the 
haste  to  be  rich,  to  cast  the  healing  branch  into  the  waters  of 
political  strife,  to  rebuke  the  spirit  of  calumny  and  denuncia- 
tion, to  check  the  virulence,  intolerance  and  recklessness  of 
party  spirit,  and  to  make  men  feel  their  responsibility  to  God 
for  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  citizens." 

"  With  regard,"  he  adds,  ••'  to  the  great  moral  reforms  of 
the  day,  and  the  exciting  questions  connected  with  them,  you 
will  find  room  for  the  exercise,  at  once  of  christian  forbear- 
ance and  of  christian  courage.  You  will  need  to  shun  two 
opposite  errors — that  of  courting  opposition  and  deeming  it 
the  test  of  truth,  and  that  of  the  smooth  oily  honeyed  preach- 
ing which  dares  not  give  utterance  to  what  may  grate  harshly 
upon  a  single  ear.  We  are  told  of  him  whom  the  Eternal 
Father  sent,  that  he  spake  the  word  as  men  were  able  to 
bear.  Yet  he  sometimes  gave  offence.  You  are  placed  as 
on  a  watch  tower,  and  with  regard  to  the  signs  and  demands 
of  the  times,  new  claims  of  duty,  new  calls  for  effort,  new 
aspects  of  the  great  field  of  philanthropy,  you  are  to  anticipate 
your  people.  You  should  first  catch  the  breeze,  first  hear 
the  voice,  first  see  the  beacon  fire.  And  you  may  sometimes 
feel  constrained  to  utter  a  call  of  duty,  for  which  your  people 
may  not  feel  prepared,  and  to  which  there  may  be  a  partial 
or  temporary  opposition.  You  may  sometimes  feel  con- 
strained to  present  views  of  duty  which  you  know  to  be  un- 
popular.    If  so,  confer  not  with  flesh  and  blood,  but  address 
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yourself  manfully  to  your  v/ork.  But  in  such  a  case  pray  for 
a  double  measure  of  your  Saviour's  meek  and  gentle  spirit. 
Temper  your  boldness  with  love  ;  and  you  will  only  win  res- 
pect and  affection  from  those  who  cannot  at  once  agree  with 
you,  and  will  in  a  little  while  have  the  satisfaction  of  having 
occupied  your  true  place  as  a  leader  of  the  whole  flock,  in- 
stead of  that  of  a  tame  and  passive  follower  in  the  rear  of 
philanthropic  feeling  and  movement." 

How  far  I  have  practically  heeded  these  wise  suggestions 
and  excellent  counsels,  while  it  is  for  me  seriously  and  con- 
scientiously to  consider,  it  is  rather  for  you  now  to  judge. 

The  list  of  my  pulpit  topics  will  show,  and  you  will  your- 
selves, I  think,  bear  v/itness,  that  while  I  have  not  neglected 
to  set  before  you  from  time  to  time  as  clearly  as  was  in  my 
power,  the  fundamental  and  essential  doctrines  of  our  religion, 
"  I  have  tried  to  make  you  good  Christians  rather  than  expert 
theologians ;"  that  *'  my  preaching  has  had  a  good  deal  to 
do  with  the  common  virtues,  the  daily  duties,  and  the  beset- 
ting sins  and  temptations  of  the  world  ;"  that  "  I  have  reas- 
oned of  righteousness  and  temperance  and  judgment  to 
come ;"  that  with  the  apostles  of  our  Lord  I  have  believed 
that  '  he  that  doeth  righteousness  is  righteous,'  that  '  love  is 
greater  than  faith,'  and  therefore  '  I  have  affirmed  constantly 
that  they  who  believe  in  God  should  be  careful  to  maintain 
good  works' — that  '  it  has  not  been  a  dead  worldly  morality 
which  I  have  inculcated,  but  a  heavenly  virtue,  a  divine  tem- 
per, a  spiritual  life,  proceeding  from  the  heart  and  sanctify- 
ing the  inward  as  well  as  the  outward  man." 

It  has  been  justly  remarked  that  this  kind  of  preaching, 
"  this  practical,  moral,  spiritual  preaching,  is  the  hardest  kind 
of  preaching  for  the  minister  as  well  as  for  the  people.  It 
lays  no  flattering  unction  to  their  souls,  and  laps  them  in  no 
oblivion  of  their  sins  ;  but  tells  them  plainly  what  they  must 
do  to  be  saved.  It  is  easy  to  preach  from  a  creed,  or  a  cat- 
echism, or  a  system  of  divinity.  But  to  take  any  one  of  the 
Christian  duties — to  state  and  define  it,  to  fix  its  limits  and 
qualifications,  to  point  out  its  bearings  and  applications,  to 
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set  forth  the  motives  and  consideratione  in  favor  of  its  obser- 
vance, and  remove  the  objections  and  obstacles  that  he  in  its 
way — in  short,  to  present  it  in  its  completeness,  without  ex- 
aggeration and  without  omission,  and  press  it  home  upon  the 
conscience  and  the  heart, — this  is  no  slight  or  easy  task." 

Not  strange  if  here  I  should  have  come  short ; — if  here  I 
should  have  laid  myself  open  to  criticism — if  here  I  should 
have  aroused  feelings  which  I  would  gladly  not  have  aroused, 
and  should  have  given  sometimes  offence.      I  might  have 
preached  righteousness,  mercy  and  truth  as  mere  vague  gen- 
erahties,  and  fighting  as  one  that  beats  the  air  should  have 
offended  none,  but  have  had  the  praise  perhaps  of  all  for  the 
skilfulness  of  my  intellectual  passes,  the  aptness  of  my  figur- 
ative illustrations,  and  the  force  and  eloquence  of  my  harm-  • 
less  appeals.     But  endeavoring  for  my  own  sake  and  yours 
to  present  these  great  doctrines  in  their  practical  meaning 
and  application  to  ourselves,  it  could  hardly  be  otherwise  but 
I  should  sometimes  come  into  conflict  with  the  views,  feel- 
ings and  practices  of  some  of  my  hearers  ;- — but  I  should 
be  sometimes  misunderstood,  or  fail  of  making  precisely  the 
impression  I  desired.     Not  strange  if  sometimes  the  wisdom 
of  my  course,  and  even  my  motives,  should  be  called  in  ques- 
tion ; — nor  that  the  results  of  my  most  conscientious  endeav- 
ors should  be  sometimes  painful  to  us  both.     I  have  the  tes- 
timony of  a  good  conscience  that  I  have  sought  to  divide^ 
rightly  the  word  of  Christian  truth  to  you,  and  have  been^ 
governed  by  no  other  motive  than  to  promote  your  true  and 
highest  welfare  by  declaring  to  you  "  the  whole  counsel  of 
God." 

I  have  not  presumed  to  be  an  infallible  interpreter  of  Gos- 
pel truth  and  duty.  I  have  invited  your  free  criticisms  upon 
my  instructions,  holding  myself  ready  always  to  change  my 
views  and  recant  my  statements  whenever  you  would  show 
me,  or  any  man  should  give  me  reason  to  believe  that  they 
were  not  in  accordance  with  the  precepts  and  teachings  of 
the  New  Testament  as  correctly  understood.  I  have  deliv- 
ered unto  you  not  what  some  man  or  any  body  of  men  has^ 
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delivered  unto  me,  but  I  have  gone  to  the  Bible,  not  only  for 
my  text  but  for  the  support  and  authority  of  every  sentiment 
1  have  advanced. 

I  have  preached  Jesus  the  Christ,  that  is  the  anointed,  of 
God — empowered,  authorized,  commissioned,  sent  of  God  to 
be  the  Light  and  Savior  of  men.  Not  God  the  Son,  but 
"  the  Son  of  God"— his  word  the  word  of  God,  his  spirit  the 
spirit  of  God — the  revealer  of  God  to  us— the  object  of  his 
mission  to  bring  us  to  God.  And  that  as  he  came  so  he  suf- 
fered and  died  to  reconcile  us  to  God.  I  have  preached  the 
doctrine  of  the  Atonement,  as  I  have  found  it  in  the  New 
Testament.  Not  that  God  was  angry  and  needed  to  be  ap- 
peased, "  incapable  of  forgiveness,  insisting  upon  the  full 
penalty  of  sin,  and  inflicting  its  whole  weight  upon  his  unof- 
fending Son  as  a  substittite  for  the  guilty  world,  and  thus  sat- 
isfying his  unrelenting  justice  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  inno- 
cent," but  the  Evangelical  doctrine  of  the  Atonement,  that  is, 
according  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  in  the  original  Greek, 
and  as  we  know  it  was  pronounced  in  English  at  the  time 
our  English  translation  of  the  New  Testament  was  made, 
at-one-ment,  or  reconciliation — that  God  was  in  Christ  recon- 
ciUng,  or  at-one-ing  the  world  unto  himself,  drawing  thereby 
all  men  unto  him,  not  imputing  unto  men  their  trespasses, — 
that  is  freely  forgiving  them  on  repentance  as  illustrated  so 
clearly  in  the  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  and  as  so  often 
declared  both  by  Jesus  and  his  Apostles  ; — that  he  died  for 
all  that  they  who  like  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  them- 
selves but  unto  him  who  died  for  them  and  rose  again. 

I  have  preached  the  doctrine  of  Retribution  ;  not  hell  fire, 
and  endless  punishment,— but  the  doctrine  of  a  righteous 
and  impartial  retribution,  "  in  which,"  as  one  has  said,  "  the 
peculiar  circumstances,  trials  and  temptations  of  each  individ- 
ual will  be  taken  into  the  account ;  and  the  result  of  all  will 
be  that  in  the  world  to  come  there  will  be  an  infinite  variety 
•®f  condition  and  degrees  of  happiness,  each  one  being  happy 
there  in  exact  proportion  to  his  capacity  for  happiness,  arising 
from  the  moral  and  spiritual  state  of  his  soul." 
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I  have  preached  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  not  as  a 
person — one  of  three  Infinite  Persons,  all  in  all  respects  equal 
to  one  another,  which  would  be  to  my  mind  a  statement  as 
clear  as  words  could  make  it  of  three  Gods  ; — but  the  holy 
spirit  as  an  influence  from  God  the  Father — •'  poured  out," 
"  granted,"  "shed  forth,"  "  given  to  every  one  that  in  faith 
and    sincerity  asketh   for  it," — "  the  spirit  of  the   truth," 
whereby  the  heart  is  sanctified,  strengthened,  enlightened, 
comforted.     I  have  preached  the  doctrine  of  human  Deprav- 
ity ;  not  original,  innate,  and  total, — not  that  in  consequence 
of  Adam's  transgression  God  condemned  the  whole  human 
race  to  everlasting  misery — but  actual  depravity,  voluntary, 
personal,  "  involving  guilt,  entailing  remorse,  and  demanding 
repentance,  conversion,  reformation."     I  have  preached  Con- 
version— and  Regeneration — and  Sanctification  ; — in  other 
words,  the  necessity  of  beginning,  by  repentance  of  all  known 
transgression  and  by  faith  in  Jesus,  to  be  a  Christian  ; — and 
thence  "  reaching  forth  and  pressing  forward   towards  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  our  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Je- 
sus"— "  till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature 
of  the  fulness  of  Christ — growing  up  into  him  in  all  things 
who  is  the  head,  even  Christ." 

If  there  has  been  any  one  doctrine  in  particular  to  which 
I  have  given  peculiar  prominence,  and  on  which  I  have  re- 
peatedly and  emphatically  dwelt,  it  is  that  of  God  the  Fath- 
er— everywhere  present —  not  variable  or  capricious,  not 
"  coming  out  at  times  from  the  recesses  of  His  Infinite  Majes- 
ty to  cast  a  look  of  compassion  upon  a  particular  communi- 
ty," but  waiting  always  to  be  gracious,  more  ready  always  to 
give  than  we  to  ask — all  comprehending — all  loving — "  our 
Father" — as  said  Jesus,  "  my  Father  and  your  Father,  my 
God  and  your  God."  And  as  belonging  to  the  same  and  in- 
separable from  it,  I  have  preached  the  doctrine  that  all  men 
are  members  of  the  family  of  God — to  be  regarded  by  one 
another  and  loved  by  one  another  without  distinction  of  ex- 
ternal rank,  of  nation,  of  class  or  color,  as  brethren, 
2 
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While   such,    in  imperfect  sketch,   has  been  the  gerler-- 
al  aim  and  style  of  my  discourses,  none  of  you  has  a  deeper*^ 
impression  than  myself  of  their  many  deficiencies,  and  their 
failure  always  to  do  full  justice  to  the  great  themes  which  it 
has  been  their  object  to  present.     I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
that  it  has  been  my  happiness  to  witness  some  good  results, 
by  the  grace  of  GtDdj,  of  my  labors.     I  cannot  but  believe  that 
in  the  great  harvest  gathering  it  will  be  seen  that  some  seeds 
of  holy  truth  have  here  by  my  unworthy  hand  been  cast  into 
good  ground,  of  which  only  the' book  of  God  has  record. — - 
But  it  is  no  surprise  to  me,  nor  do  I  mention  it  by  way  of 
reproach  of  you,  that  my  preaching  has  not  always  met  your 
entire  and  unanimous  approval.     There  are  difficulties  in 
meeting  fully,  week  after  week,  the  wants  of  every  mind  and 
heart  in  a  promiscuous  congregation,  which  ooi  reflection  will 
occur  to  you,  but  which  it  would  require  a  discourse  to  state. 
I'  give  you  credit,  as  a  body,  for  patient  and  charitable  hearing. 
My  sermons  have  occasionally  received  from  some  of  you  not 
only  criticism  but  censure.     And  for  this  I  do  not  blame  you. 
Your  ministry,  as  a  people,  to  me  has  been  so  abundantly 
kind  and  friendly,  that  it  would  be  an  ingratitude  unpardon- 
able— I  could  not  find  place  in  my  heart  nor  room  upon  my 
lip  to  utter  any  suggestion  of  fault  now  in  all  your  personal 
dealings  with  me  through  all  these  twenty  years.     Although 
it?  must  need  be  regarded  by  a  minister  as  a  favor,  when  one 
of  his  hearers  takes  exception  to  a  discourse,  to  confer  frank^ 
ly  with  him  in  regard  to  it,  yet  I  know  not  that  the  preacher 
has  any  peculiar  personal  claim  upon  his  hearers  for  this  ben- 
efit.    It  is  my  opinion  that  it  would  be  productive  of  great 
good  on  both  sides  if  there  could  be  a  freer  conference  and 
a  fuller  understanding  than  there  generally  is  between  preach- 
er and  hearer  upon  points  of  apparent  or  real  disagreement. 
The  difference  would  be  often  found  to  be  less  than  was  im- 
agined, and  the  result  would  be  in  many  cases  to  save,  in  un- 
looked  for  ways,  the  interruption  of  friendly  feeling  under  un- 
avoidable contrariety  of  conscientious  convictions.     But  every 
one  must  act  according  to  his  own  sense  of  duty,  and  I  can- 
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ffiiot  find  fault  with  any  one  for  not  setting  aside,  as  to  tbisor 
-any  other  point,  his  dehberate  judgment  in  favor  of  my  grat- 
fication  or  advantage.  The  prraicher  who  is  faithful  to  his 
•calling  must  regard  not  his  own  pleasure,  nor  the  pleas- 
ure of  his  people,  but  his  allegiance  supreme  and  all  control- 
ling to  the  truth.  And  must  expect  therefore  occasional  op- 
position and  temporary  alienations  of  affection. 

It  may  strike  him  indeed  as  one  of  the  strange  vicissitudes 
>of  life,  if  those  who  were  at  the  beginning  among  the  most 
forward  to  wekome  and  befriend  him,  should  after  twenty 
years  be  numbered  ^mong  the  more  cool  and  indifferent  of 
Jhis  acquaintance.  Yet  even  so  he  should  be  prepared  to  find 
it ;  and  for  this  unhappy  reverse  he  must  not  fail  to  consider 
his  own  possible  partial  accountability.  I  bear  you  record, 
my  friends,  and  praise  you  in  my  heart,  that  whatever  occa- 
sion I  may  have  given  you  for  uncomfortable  feelings  towards 
me,  they  have  been  generally  subject  to  the  control  of  chris- 
tian courtesy  on  your  part,  and  of  brief  duration.  Not  many 
religious  societies,  of  similar  habits  of  intelligent  and  indepen- 
dent thinking  with  ours,  can  look  over  the  past  twenty  years 
with  more  occasion  to  rejoice  at  the  harmony  and  good  feel- 
ing that  have  sprevailed  throughout.  The  times,  especially 
the  last  few  years,  have  been  singularly  trying  in  this  regard. 
We  have  ail  been  stirred  to  the  very  deepest.  Not  wonder- 
ful that  in  the  many  and  hot  collisions  ©f  opin  ion  and  feeling 
that  have  been  unavoidable,  we  should  have  now  and  then 
struck  fire.  But  no  spark  has  reached  the  magazine  of  our 
spiritual  fortress.  Here,  we  may  rejoice  to  day,  we  stand  as 
a  body  whole ; — are  still  joined  together,  if  not  in  one  opin- 
ion, yet  in  one  spirit  of  personal  friendliness ; — ready,  in  almost 
every  instance,  to  take  each  other  cordially  by  the  hand,  and 
to  do  justice  to  jeach  others  honest  convictions,  motives  and 
acts. 

So  much  for  my  preaching,  and  some  of  its  general  results. 

The  occasion  justifies  us  in  extending  our  review  to  some 
of  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  around  us,  in  our  two 
^ownsj  as  well  as  in  our  church  and  congregation.     As  t® 
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these  1  may  but  remark  in  brief  now  what  it  would  be  inter- 
esting to  draw  out,  if  the  time  permitted,  into  a  much  more 
protracted  detail.  There  is  hardly  any  part  of  the  toWn  which 
is  not  so  altered  either  by  removal  of  the  old,  or  erection  of 
the  new,  as  to  have  a  wholly  different  aspect  from  what  it 
had  at  the  commencement  of  my  ministry.  Where  were 
long  vacant  spaces  are  now  lines  of  dwellings ; — streets  where 
Were  enclosed  fields  and  pasture  lands ; — sidewalks  where 
there  were  none ; — all  the  bridges  new,  all  the  school  houses 
new  ; — half  the  churches  new  ; — Town  Hall  new  ; — at  least 
half  the  stores  new,  and  hardly  one  but  outside  or  inside  has 
undergone  some  marked  alteration.  Go  into  them.  In  how 
few  shall  we  be  greeted  by  the  same  voices  that  welcomed 
us  then ! — Stand  with  me  a  few  minutes  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Water  Streets,  and  observe  the  faces  of  those  who 
wend  their  way  across  at  mail  time  towards  "  the  Square  ;" 
how  different  from  the  current  that  in  1 843  tended  on  simi- 
ilar  errand  to  the  little  Post  Office  a  few  doors  this  side  the 
bridge  1 

Pass  across  the  river  into  Biddeford.  How  has  the  hard 
granite  blossomed  and  brought  forth  a  hundred  fold  !  At 
the  time  of  my  ordination  there  was  not  a  hotel,  nor  a  bank, 
nor  post  office.  The  principal  business  of  every  kind  was 
done  in  Saco.  There  were  at  that  time  vacant  lots  on  which 
now  the  whirring  of  machinery  is  heard.  The  grass  was 
growing  where  now  are  public  edifices — boarding  houses 
that  do  credit  both  to  the  designers  and  the  builders  ; — ma- 
chine shops  and  manufactories  that  for  size  and  architectural 
finish  compare  favorably  with  any  of  similar  description  in 
the  land.  We  held  Sunday  School  pic-nic  celebrations ;  put 
up  our  swings,  and  gathered  the  blooming  wild  flowers,  where 
now  are  streets,  and  blocks  of  handsome  dwellings.  The 
telegraph  was  then  as  far  from  our  thought,  as  it  was  from 
theirs  who  in  the  earlier  days  of  our  New  England  history 
would  have  tied  a  man  to  the  post,  or  suspended  him  from 
the  wires,  for  any  such  witchcraft  communications.  The  idea 
of  stores  and  streets  lighted  by  gas  would  have  been  deemed 


,a  visionary  and  Utopian  suggestion.  The  railroad  was  just 
opening,  but  was  still,  at  this  then  extreme  Eastern  boundary 
of  the  recent  enterprise,  an  experiment.  We  were  in  a  tran- 
sition state  from  the  old  stage  coach,  which  had  been  the 
pride  of  New  England,  to  the  new  locomotion  in  connection 
with  which  were  fearful  forebodings  of  ill  as  well  as  sanguine 
hopes  of  good. 

Come  now  to  our  church.  By  the  generous  contributions 
of  individuals  it  has  received  the  important  addition  of  a  belly 
purchased  in  1844.  Long  may  its  pleasant  tones  be  heard 
and  heeded  by  a  reverent  congregation  directing  their  willing 
footsteps,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  the  Son,  to  the  united  worship 
of  the  Father  1  We  enter.  And  behold  I  how  the  old 
church  is  changed  !  from  pulpit  to  choir  !  We  listen.  A 
new,  larger,  and  fine  toned  organ  greets  us, — the  free  will 
offering  also  of  individuals  of  the  society  in  1853.  We  look 
round  now  upon  the  people.  There  is  hardly  a  pew  but  the 
change  in  the  faces  of  its  occupants  is  more  manifest  than  is 
the  resemblance  to  what  we  saw  on  my  ordination  day.  Be- 
hold the  little  ones  of  that  day  !  and  the  youths  that  were 
then  !  there  are  many  of  them  here.  But  should  you  know 
them?  How  few  of  the  children  would  one  stepping  in  now 
for  the  first  time  since  twenty  years  ago  recognize  as  the 
same!  And  where  now,  we  ask,  is  this  one  and  that  one 
who  used  to  take  their  seats  regularly  here  1 — I  have  men- 
tioned a  few  of  the  elder  brethren.  But  these  are  not  the 
only  forms  we  miss  today.  Some  by  removal  from  town  have 
left  us, — the  Thachers,  and  Dodges,  and  Churchills,  and  Cov- 
ells,  and  Hamiltons,  and  Storers,  and  Allen  ; — and  many,  too 
many  to  name  individually  now,  have  been  parted  from  our 
sight,  though  never  from  our  memory,  by  death.  How  few  of 
the  families  that  came  up  hither  to  worship  at  the  beginning,, 
but  within  these  years  of  which  we  are  speaking,  have  been 
called  to  surrender  one  or  more  of  their  beloved  number ! 

In  the  course  of  these  twenty  years  I  have  attended  two 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  funerals.  Of  these,  one  hundred 
and  forty-nine  were  connected  with  our  society.     What  fig- 
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lares,  my  friends,  are  these  !  What  solemn  facts,  what  heart 
reaching  experiences.,  they  stand  for  !  I  might  speak  of  the 
whole  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  Were  I  to  write  an 
autobiography  of  these  twenty  years,  prominently  would  most 
of  these  stand  out  in  it.  The  Christian  minister  is  seldom 
called  to  the  funeral  service  but  there  is  a  common  language 
of  grief  by  which  he  is  introduced  to  the  hearts  of  the  mourn- 
ing circle,  though  they  be  strangers  to  him ; — a  language 
which  of  course  he  learns  more  and  more  perfectly  as  life 
rolls  on.  And  if  so  in  the  house  of  a  stranger,  with  what 
feelings  does  he  enter  the  afflicted  circle  of  his  own  spiritual 
household !  Their  loss  is  his  loss.  He  is  a  mourner  with 
them  ; — as  such  would  often  desire  to  take  his  seat  with  them 
on  the  funeral  day  rather  than  conduct  the  services  ; — and  as 
such  he  continues  his  visits  of  sympathy  and  christian  friend- 
ship to  them. 

As  I  look  over  the  record  of  these  one  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  funerals  to  which  I  have  been  called  in  this  society,  first 
rises  from  deep  in  my  heart  the  thought,  "  what  you  have 
passed  through !"  And  then  surging  back  upon  me  comes 
the  memory  of  the  various  succession  and  accumulation  of 
clouds  and  trials  that  have  been  my  portion  in  the  same.  If 
I  am  not  a  wiser  man,  and  a  better  friend  and  pastor  to  you 
for  all  this  heavenly  discipline  and  teaching,  great  indeed  has 
been  my  negligence,  and  sad  the  account  I  must  render  in 
at  the  great  day  ! 

Nor  is  it  only  of  the  bereaved  circles  immediately  of  our 
own  society  we  are  naturally  now  reminded.  How  many 
also  have  passed  away  from  around  us,  whom  we  were  wont 
to  meet  in  social  circles,  in  the  street,  and  in  the  store  ! — 
Tucker,  and  Cole,  and  Chadwick,  and  Hayes,  and  King,  and 
Bradley,  and  Shepley,  and  Jordan,  and  Hartley,  and  Scam- 
man,  and  Calef, — and  others  whom  you  will  recall.  May  the 
memory  of  whatever  was  venerable  and  good  and  noble  in 
all  these  quicken  our  better  impulses,  remind  us  that  the  time 
remaining  to  us  is  short,  and  renew  in  us  the  spirit  of  patri- 
otic public  minded  good  citizenship,  a  generous  willingness  to 
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give  stnd  to  work,  to  dare,  and  to  endure,  foT  the  common  wealf 
- — It  is  natural  and  pleasant  in  a  review  like  this  to  notice  the 
tmprovements  that  may  have  taken  place  in  the  general  pub- 
lic sentiment  of  the  town  and  vicinity  during  two  decades^ 
of  years  now  past.  The  interest  in  the  cause  of  general  ed- 
ucation has  increased.  Witness  for  example  the  school  hous- 
es here  and  in  Biddeford  ; — the  improved  school  system  gen- 
erally adopted  j — the  larger  annual  appropriations,  and  the 
School  Reports  now  so  elaborate  and  full  as  compared  with 
those  of  twenty  years  ago. 

Again.  There  has  been  a  marked  advance  in  public  senti- 
ment among  us  in  regard  to  temperance.  The  question  with 
us  now  is  prohibition  or  non  prohibition.  But  twenty  years; 
ago  prohibition^  and  universal  total  abstinence  from  all  that 
intoxicates  were  hardly  so  much  as  named. 

Again.  As  one  of  the  many  indications  of  growth  in  Chris^ 
tian  knowledge  and  a  general  advancement  in  christian  feeL 
iT3g  between  the  several  different  religious  societies  of  our 
town,  I  may  yield  to  the  impulse  of  the  occasion  to  mentiony 
that  whereas  at  the  beginning  of  my  ministry  I  was  unwilling 
to  exchange  pulpits  with  my  tJniversalist  brethren,  and  neith- 
er  of  the  other  five  societies  in  town  was  willing  to  exchange 
with  me,  I  have  during  the  past  three  years  made  exchanges' 
with  the  Universalists,  Methodis^ts,  and  Free  Will  Baptists. 
And  so  far  as  I  have  been  informed,  to  the  general  satisfac* 
faction  and  pleasure.  Who  can  say  but  within  the  next  twen- 
ty years  it  may  not  be  the  happy  lot  of  my  successor  to  be- 
hold, not  only  in  profession  but  in  reality,  the  name  of  Christ 
above  every  name ; — the  Lord's  table  open  to  all  who  confess 
him  to  be  Lord  ; — ^and  as  many  as  regard  and  follow  him  as- 
Head,  recognizing  one  another  as  members  of  the  same  spir- 
itual body,  brethren  of  the  same  Christian  household,  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father !     So  may  it  be  ! 

In  the  course  of  these  twenty  years  I  have  united  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  couples  in  marriage  ; — administered  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  to  eighty,  of  which  number  forty-five 
were  adults,  and  thirty-five  children  ; — and  have  .admitted 
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«ighty-one  to  the  church.  The  number  of  families  connect- 
ed with  our  society,  exclusive  of  single  individuals,  has  in- 
creased from  seventy  to  one  hundred  and  twelve.  The  Sun- 
day School  has  increased  in  proportion.* 

And  now  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  my  own  feelings  and 
to  you  to  bring  this  review  to  a  conclusion,  without  grateful- 
ly acknowledging  the  many  personal  kindnesses  I  have  re- 
ceived from  you ; — your  considerate  charitable  forbearance 
with  me  during  the  years  of  my  inexperience  ; — your  uniform 
cordiality  as  a  society  ; — your  ready  acquiescence  in  every 
personal  wish  I  have  expressed,  and  the  frequent  tokens 
whereby  you  have  manifested  from  year  to  year  the  continu- 
ance of  your  generous  feelings  towards  me. 

I  have  been  favored  by  the  blessing  of  God  with  a  more 
peaceful  and  happy  ministry  among  you  than  falls  ordinarily 
to  the  lot  of  minister  and  people.  "  These  twenty  years 
have  I  been  with  you."  It  cannot  be  other  than  a  most  in- 
teresting and  serious  question  what  has  been  the  fruit  of 
these  years  in  us  and  upon  us  ?  What  can  we  point  to  as 
accomplished,  or  in  the  way  of  being  accomplished  ?  Have 
the  holy  promises  of  the  beginning  been  fulfilled  ?  Years 
are  apt  to  take  the  youthful  freshness  from  our  face, — though 
not  always  necessarily  do  they  do  that.  But  if  they  leave 
the  delicate  hues  of  childhood  purity,  and  all  the  bloom  and 
loveliness  of  youth,  (as  why  should  they  not,)  and  bring  the 
added  charms  of  maturity  in  the  soul, — whatever  they  may 
work  upon  the  exterior  is  of  comparatively  trifling  impor- 
tance. As  our  years  increase,  why  should  not  also  eVery  at- 
tractive grace  and  loveliness  of  life  ?  Behold  the  rich  growths 
of  nature, — upon  the  tree,  or  in  the  field  !     All  the  beauty 

*  At  my  coming  the  superintendence  of  the  School  had  just  passed 
from  the  gifted  and  gratefully  remembered  Adams  to  the  charge  of  the 
no  less  devoted  and  faithful  Wm.  Allen.  It  has  since  been  superintend- 
ed successively  by  Chas.  E.  Storer,  R.  M.  Chapman,  the  late  lamented 
L.  O.  Cowan,  and  Thomas  Quinby,  under  whom  it  is  now  sustaining 
the  good  reputation  it  has  heretofore  enjoyed.  And  is  giving  promise 
we  hope,  of  still  further  advancement.  To  that  end  it  is  earnestly  to  be 
desired  that  the  older  as  well  as  younger  members  of  the  society  will 
lend  their  hearty  and  practical  cooperation. 
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of  the  blossom  is  carried  over  and  made  more  enduring  in 
the  fruit.  Why  should  the  growth  of  man  be  an  exception  ? 
Have  we  not  seen  that  it  is  not  of  necessity  an  exception  ? — 
that  the  virtues — the  result  of  years  of  variously  strangely  in- 
termingled storm  and  calm,  cloud  and  sun,  may  as  they  clus- 
ter in  the  heart  shed  also  a  beautifying,  glorifying  radiance 
through  and  around  ?  So  may  it  be  to  our  latest  day — the 
last  the  most  beautiful — the  most  glorious,  and  the  best ! — 
"  Like  as  a  shock  of  corn  cometh  in  his  season,"  so  may  we 
also  be  ready  to  be  gathered  to  the  granary  of  God  ; — 
"  cheerfully  at  length  give  our  being  up,  and  go  to  share  the 
holy  rest  that  waits  a  life  well  spent." 

"  These  twenty  years  have  I  been  with  you."  Not  again 
may  we  expect  to  repeat  these  words  together  upon  earth. 
But  let  us  so  strive  to  improve  the  time  that  by  the  grace  of 
God  may  remain  to  us,  that  wc  shall  joyfully  review  together 
these  years  of  our  happy  pastoral  connection  in  "  the  house 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens." 

"  Conflicts  and  trials  done, 
His  glory  they  behold, 
Where  Jesus  and  his  flock  are  one, 
One  Shepherd,  and  one  fold." 
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